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SERVICES SLATED FOR RAY HERBENICK,
UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON PHILOSOPHY PROFESSOR

DAYTON, Ohio -Raymond Michael Herbenick, 56, a 30-year philosophy professor at
the University of Dayton and a Kettering resident, died Sunday, April 11, of an apparent heart
attack.
Colleagues at UD noted his wide-ranging interests, his enthusiasm and his pride in
students.
"Certainly Ray was one of the most eclectic scholars I've ever known," said Patricia A.
Johnson, chair of the philosophy department. "He was able to pull things together from all
directions, and he was always so excited about everything he was doing and learning. He would
find connections between things that other people wouldn't see."
Herbenick's major recent works include the 1997 book Andy Warhol's Religious and Ethnic
Roots: The Carpatho-Rusyn Influence on His Art and On the Erudition of the Historical St. Patrick, a

book to be published this fall. His areas of research interest included classical philosophy, logic,
applied ethics and the history of Slavic philosophy.
He also left his mark on University policies and procedures.
"He was a pioneer in all facets of University development," said colleague Lawrence P.
Ulrich, a UD philosophy professor since 1964. "Ray was a pioneer in student evaluations of
faculty and systematic evaluations by administrators of faculty members. He was a pioneer in
developing interdisciplinary studies in the department, in developing the core program and in
the computer work for the Learning Village. He always stuck his neck out."
He earned a bachelor of art degree in philosophy from Duquesne University, a master's
from DePaul University in 1965, an MBA degree from the University of Pittsburgh in 1968 and
a doctorate from Georgetown University in 1968.
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Herbenick came to the University in 1968 as an assistant professor, was promoted to
associate professor in 1972 and to professor in 1982. He served as chair of the philosophy
department from 1973 to 1981 and was instrumental in revising the University's general
education requirements in the 1980s.
"The students always loved Ray," Ulrich said. "You could tell how his interest was
infectious by the amount of chalk dust he had on this clothes after class." As an academic
adviser, Herbenick kept track of philosophy students and their careers after graduation.
"He's not the kind of person who can be replaced," Ulrich said. "Most of us can be
replaced, but not Ray Herbenick."
Herbenick is survived by Cathy, his wife of 30 years; two daughters, Mary R. Herbenick
of Washington, D.C., and Susan Hunter and her husband, Scott, of Milwaukee; two sons,
Michael and his wife, Mary L., of Centerville, and David and his fiancee, Milly Zink, of
Washington, D.C.; his mother, MaryS. Herbenick of Kettering; and his brother, Bernard
Herbenick of Miami, Fla.
Friends may call from 4 to 9 p.m. Tuesday, April 13, at Routsong Funeral Home, 6
Oakwood Ave. at Irving Avenue. A Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 11 a.m.
Wednesday, April14, in the Immaculate Conception Chapel at UD, 300 College Park. The Rev.
Gene Contadino, S.M., will officiate.
The family requests that memorial contributions be directed to the University of Dayton,
300 College Park, Dayton, Ohio 45469-1681. Funds will be used to support interdisciplinary
studies.
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